
 

                                          

 
           
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

 June 1st, 2025 

St. Damian Parish 
Founded 1861 

One West Main Street 
Damiansville, Illinois 62215 

Phone: (618) 248-5134 

   
  WEBSITE: 

www.stbernardandstdamian.org 

St. Bernard Parish 
Founded 1908 

202 N. Broadway—Box 10 
Albers, Illinois 62215 
Phone: (618) 248-5112 

“Like & Share us on 
Facebook”  

St. Bernard and St. Damian 
Catholic Churches 

BISHOP OF BELLEVILLE: 

 

PASTOR: 

Father Matthew Elie 

Office Phone: (618) 248-5112 

  

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE & DRE: 

Deacon Glenn Netemeyer 

Email: deaconglenn36@gmail.com  

Cell Phone: 618-772-9343 

Office at St. Damian 

 

PERMANENT DEACON: 

Deacon Kevin Templin 

Email: deaconkevin18@gmail.com 

Cell Phone: 314-660-3976 

 

SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER: 

Angie Toennies 

Hours: Mon-Thursday 8:00-4:00 

Office Location Varies-Call and Leave a Message  

  Email: stdamian1861@gmail.com 

  Email: st.bernard@charter.net 

St. Bernard 248-5112 or St. Damian 248-5134 

 

HISPANIC MINISTER 

Maria Gimenez 

Cell Phone: (618) 708-1487 

Email: hispanicministrymg@gmail.com 

 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTER: 

Michelle “Shelly” Schuetz 

Email: maschuetz@hotmail.com 

Cell Phone: 618-401-6007 

 

   

MASS SCHEDULE: 

MONDAY, JUNE 2nd                   

NO MASS/NO SERVICE 

 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3rd                      

NO MASS/ NO SERVICE 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4th    

Mass in Church  

8:00 am @ St. Damian 

For All Parishioners 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 5th                               

Mass in Church  

8:00 am @ St. Bernard 

Alexander “Alex” Morrison 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 6th                  

NO MASS/NO SERVICE 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7th             

Mass in Church  

4:00 pm @ St. Bernard 

Leo, Pat & Glenn Litteken 

Len Shields 

Alice Book 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8th                

Mass in Church  

9:30 AM @ St. Damian 

Frank, Minnie & Ralph Heimann 

Tom & Alice Gonsalves 

Bill & Cecilia Jansen 

 

Hispanic Mass in Church  

11:00 AM @ St. Damian 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Acts 1:1–11; Ephesians 1:17–23; Luke 24:46–53 

Besides his Gospel, Saint Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles. Today we get to hear the ending of one 

and the beginning of the other, for Jesus’ ascension marks the transition between the two. As Luke writes, the 

Gospel deals with what Jesus said and did while on earth and begins with Jesus giving his disciples a mission. 

As we carry on this mission, let us realize how Jesus is still present with us today: in each other, in those in 

need, when we gather in his name, in the Eucharist, and in the proclamation of the word. Listening to his word 

now, let us be aware of his constant and enduring presence. 

HAPPENINGS/MEETINGS: 
Sunday, June 1st  

 Mass in Church  

   9:30 am @ St. Bernard 

 Hispanic Mass in Church 

  11:00 am @ St. Damian Church 

Monday, June 2nd          

 NO MASS/NO SERVICE 

Tuesday, June 3rd                 

 NO MASS/NO SERVICE 

 St. Damian Picnic Meeting 

  6:30 pm @ St. Damian Rectory  
Legion of Mary 

 5:00 in English @ St. Damian 

 5:00-8:00 Exposition of the 

    Blessed Sacrament 

 6:00 in Spanish @ St. Damian 

Wednesday, June 4th    

 Mass in Church  

  8:00 am @ St. Damian 

 Eucharistic Adoration 

  6:00-7:00 pm @ St. Bernard 

Thursday, June 5th           

 Mass in Church 

  8:00 am @ St. Bernard 

Friday, June 6th           

 NO MASS/NO SERVICES 

Saturday, June 7th  

      Mass in Church  

  4:00 pm @ St. Bernard 

Sunday, June 8th  

 Mass in Church  

   9:30 am @ St. Damian 

 Hispanic Mass in Church 

  11:00 am @ St. Damian Church 

  

  

 
  

  

  

  

“God mounts his throne to shouts 

of joy: a blare of trumpets for 

the Lord.” 

ONLINE DONATIONS AND GIVING 

• On line giving is available for both  

St. Damian and St. Bernard Parishes.   

• Donations can be made on the 2nd or 16th of the 

month or both if you choose.   

• Donations can be split between accounts such 

as Sister Parish and General Account at St. 

Bernard’s and Building Fund, Sister Parish or 

General Account at St. Damian’s. 

• You can still receive envelopes for special 

collections if you choose to. 

• Please contact Angie if you have any questions 

or go on the parish website to find the form for 

ACH (Online Giving) 

 FAITH FORMATION 2025-26 REGISTRATION.   

Commitment forms have been sent via email.  Please 

be sure to return these via the collection basket as 

soon as possible so we know the number of books to 

order for next year.  IF you did not receive one, 

please contact Angie or Deacon Glenn and they will 

get it to you.  Thanks so much! 

 

Reminder in the summer there will be NO Prayer 

Services on Mondays and Tuesdays and Weekday 

Masses will be at 8:00 am. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2025  

VBS will be held June 9-13 at St. Damian’s.  

Vacation Bible School is in the planning stages and 

all help is appreciated.  Please contact Denise 

Luitjohan at denise_luitjohan@yahoo.com with 

questions.  Registration is underway and there are 

forms in the back of both Parishes and will also be 

available on the parish website. 
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CHURCH SUPPORT:  May 23rd             

Loose: $182.00+Envelopes: (35) $1,444.00 

   $1,626.00 

Budget for week:   $3,385.00 

Fiscal year-to-date collected: $163,184.91 

Fiscal year-to-date budget: $159,095.00 

Over (under) year-to-date budget:  $4,089.91 

Fiscal year (7/24-6/25) budget:             $176,000.00 

(Reminder: The fiscal year budget does not include 

the $49,525.00 transferred from: Men’s Club & 

Fund Raiser Checking Accounts, which is needed in 

order to balance the budget.)  
CSMA RESULTS: $4850 Pledged (13) of $10,446 Goal 

Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT: May 24th               

Loose: $164.00 Envelopes: (18): $1,534.00 

+ Mass in Spanish: $692.00 $2,390.00 

Budget for week:  $3,212.00 

Fiscal year-to-date collected: $164,234.69 

Fiscal year-to-date budget:                      $147,752.00 

Over (under) year-to-date budget: $16,482.69 

Fiscal year (7/24-6/25) budget:               $167,000.00  

(Reminder: The fiscal year budget does not include 

the $70,875.00 transferred from: Savings, Building 

Fund, & Picnic Checking Accounts, which is needed 

in order to balance the budget.) 

CSMA RESULTS: $5,051 Pledged (23) of $9,133 Goal 

Thank you for your continued support! 

ST. DAMIAN PARISH CONCERNS: ST. BERNARD PARISH CONCERNS: 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – June 7th  

Ministers:  Steve & Deb Schomaker, Kathy 

Engelmann 

Reader: Steve Schomaker 

Ushers:  Ed Broeckling, Ryan Wuebbels 

Servers: Waylon & Tucker Swinney, Kinley 

Toennies 

Collection Counters: Sean Kennedy, Dana Lake, 

Janel Zurliene 

Thank you for being ministers of your parish! 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE – June 8th  

Ministers: Rosann Horstmann, Pete Toennies, Kevin 

Toennies 

Ushers:  Steve Kalmer & Bud Jansen 

Servers: Collins & Delaney Horstmann, Carter Voss 

Reader: Susan Lynch   

Cantor:  Jackie Toennies  

Organist: Geri Varel 

Collection Counters: Sandy Kramer, Kristy Richter 

Thank you for being ministers of your parish! 
 

PICNIC INFORMATION: 

PICNIC RAFFLE DONATION FORMS were 

emailed and will also be available in church and on the 

parish website for those who would like to donate a 

basket or such for the picnic raffle.  Our parish picnic 

will be held on Saturday, July 12, 2024.  Save the date!!  

St. Damian Quilt Raffle Tickets are available in the 

back of church.  Please pick up and return via the drop 

box at the rectory or the collection basket.  Thank you 

for supporting St. Damian’s Parish. 

QUILTS & DONATIONS FOR THE PICNIC will be 

collected after Mass on Sunday, June 8th in the rectory. 

PICNIC MEETING-June 3 at 6:30pm in the rectory 

meeting room. 

GYM CLEANING-June 25 at 1 pm & 6 pm.  Please 

bring buckets. There is ongoing construction in the 

gym kitchen and bathrooms.  We will need lots of 

help with cleaning this year.  Please, please make 

every effort to help!  Thanks everyone.  

Get your 2025 ALBERS HOOTENANNY 

RAFFLE TICKETS!!!Stop by Village of Albers 

for your chance to win!  1st Prize - $1,000, 2nd 

Prize - $500, 3rd Prize - $250.  $500 Attendance 

Prize.  ALL tix entered in our $100 Monthly Early 

Bird Drawings April to August!  First Monthly 

Drawing is Wednesday, April 23!  Get your tix 

TODAY to get entered in ALL the Early Bird 

Drawings!  Donation $20/Ticket.  Venmo Brenda at 

@Brenda-Morris-67.   See you at our 2025 

ALBERS HOOTENANNY Sunday, August 31!  

https://www.facebook.com/AlbersHootenanny 

 

NOTE FROM JACKIE TOENNIES. I am asking for your 

help! I am going on a mission trip to Zambia, Africa this July. 

July is Africa’s winter, so they are in need of gloves, hats, 

socks and fleece blankets. If you are able to donate any of these 

items, I would greatly appreciate it! You can either bring them 

to church for me to pick up, drop them off at my house or let 

me know and I will pick them up from your house. Thank you 

in advance for any and all donations as they have nothing  

ST. BERNARD’S CHURCH IS CONSIDERING 

THE MUCH-NEEDED RENOVATIONS FOR 

OUR CHURCH.  Within the next several weeks, 

we will be talking about the much-needed 

renovations of our Church at the Masses.  We will 

have renderings of the proposed renovations 

available in the back of church.  Please consider 

what you would be willing to donate/pledge over 

the next 3 years to maintain our beautiful church. It 

has been over 40 years since our last renovation. 

https://www.facebook.com/AlbersHootenanny?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWiOCPTyXi7L2SD8KrRgWJiMPSOmXtAwe_gCTDrP6uJ__wz9zaBhUYt0d2-t1cImajkQtUmTBtNmL_7PXwc7bSanF0AxAtVYUM4o_X8b5RLzreAFZicTlqNcMqsRzMbdUv0kPN-h-xG03-Wh58uOvFJOSR0PrWx4v4G57eYcDRV1wWSN4rTgmIJ7XsQPGktDKdRgTTRuAMBCqsRmdabEQ6AINDuXDu-i5oCpPWugrCn1c9cqHfjoboPrH7UO4qbFB8&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 

His Excellency, The Most Reverend Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D., Bishop Emeritus of Belleville, 

invites you to join him for a Mass of Thanksgiving, on Sunday, July 14, 2024 at 5:00 PM O’clock in the 

Cathedral of St. Peter, 200 West Harrison Street, Belleville, Illinois commemorating the 54th Anniversary 

of his Ordination to the Priesthood the 29th Anniversary of his Consecration to the Episcopacy and the 

80th Anniversary of his birth. The Intention of this Mass will be Prayers for Vocations to the Priesthood in 

our Diocese. You are invited to greet the Bishop and enjoy Refreshments at a Reception immediately after 

the Mass in the Undercroft of the Cathedral. RSVP by Friday June 14 to Mary Fleming, Chief of 

Staff, mfleming@diobelle.org  618-722-5031. Please Note: Your prompt response is extremely 

important in order for us to prepare the refreshments for the reception. 

 

You are cordially invited to attend the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Levi K. James, the son of David & 

Ann James of St. Mary Parish in Mt. Carmel to the Order of the Sacred Priesthood by The Most Reverend Mark 

S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis, Titular Bishop of Turuzi, through the imposition of hands and the 

invocation of the Holy Spirit on Saturday, June 7, 2025, at 10:00 o’clock in the morning in the Cathedral of St. 

Peter, 200 West Harrison Street, Belleville, Illinois. Reception following in the McCormick Center. 

 

The Diocesan Hispanic Youth Day will be held on June 14, 2025, at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the 

Snows from 9:30 am – 4:30 pm for Latino middle school and high school youth (ages 12-17). The theme is, 

“Peregrinos de Esperanza: Going Forth with Joy!” For more information or to register, please contact Lucy 

Barragan in the Office of Hispanic Ministry (618) 722-5050, Lbarragan@diobelle.org 

 

RESPECT LIFE CORNER If you or someone you know has had an abortion, be assured that it is never too late 

to seek God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Additionally, other confidential, compassionate 

help is available. Select “Find Help” from the menu on www.hopeafterabortion.org to find the diocesan Project 

Rachel Ministry near you.   USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, “Bridges of Mercy for Healing after 

Abortion” 

 

ST BONIFACE CHURCH 5TH ANNUAL QUILT RAFFLE: We will be giving away 20 beautiful hand 

quilted, queen-sized quilts! Tickets are $25 each, with only 500 tickets sold. If your name gets drawn as a 

winner, your name goes back in for the remaining draws. To purchase a ticket, you can either place your 

check/cash in an envelope and place it in the collection basket at St. Boniface or St. Cecilia Church (please make 

sure to include your name and phone number) or mail a check to: St. Boniface Church, PO Box 280, 

Germantown, IL 62245. Please include a valid phone number with your ticket purchase. Also, please enclose a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope so we can mail you your ticket stub. If you do not enclose a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope, we will presume that you do not want your ticket stub. You can also purchase a ticket at 

Germantown Trust and Savings Bank in Germantown, Bartelso, or Breese location. The tickets cannot leave the 

bank since we have a limited number to be sold, so they will need to be purchased and filled out at the bank. The 

20 winners will be drawn on Sunday, June 22nd. 

 

ST. MICHAEL IN PADERBORN PARISH PICNIC, July 5th.  Fried chicken dinner from 3-7 pm, quilt & 

cash bingo starting at 5:00 pm.  Mass at 4:00 pm. 

 

ST. DAMIAN CHURCH PICNIC, Saturday, July 12th at St. Damian Parish Grounds.  Mass at 4:00 pm.  Fried 

chicken dinner including sauerbraten & homemade noodles begins at 3:30 in the parish gym.  Quilt bingo begins 

at approximately 5:30 – 6:00 pm.  Beer, soda, margarita, sandwich stands.  Ice cream and Mexican corn stands 

and plenty of games and bounce houses for the kids.   

 

VOCATION CORNER.  ““I was blessed to attend strong Catholic parishes and entered the Academy of Fine 

Arts to study painting, which was a dream come true. Still nothing in my life satisfied me completely. I wanted to 

grow closer to God and I felt the call to give my all to Christ. However, I was terrified with the idea of leaving 

my family and my dreams, painting, dancing and children. Then a moment came in prayer when deep in my 

heart I simply said to God, “OK, I will do it”. Suddenly, a peace entered my life like I never experience before. I 

never knew such peace existed. I completed my school studies and soon went to the convent with my suitcase.” 

Sister Gaudia Skass, Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, Krakow Poland, Columbia, May 2016. 
 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORIES!  If you have not received your new two-parish directory, please contact 

Emily Schirmer 618-978-5806, Geri Varel 618-444-5073 or Deb Schomaker 618-806-5191.  We have some 

extra directories, so if anyone would like to purchase one or wants to have an extra one on-hand, they are $20 

each.  The new two-parish directory is a wonderful reference book that includes updated info for both parishes. 

Contact Emily, Geri or Deb to purchase a copy!  

 

 

 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY (HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS):   Find the latest information at 

http://www.stbernardandstdamian.org/catholic-youth-ministry.html 
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