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APRIL 2021 NEWSLETTER 

St. Bernard’s Parish Faith Formation 

Try letting God know what is in your heart without the use of words. 

 -Windows of Worship 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 

Grade 2: 

Our 2nd grade students received the Sacrament of First Eucharist on Sunday, 

April 18th!  What a beautiful day!  Thank you to all those who helped in 

making it a special day for our students and special thanks to all the parents 

for your commitment to your child's religious education!   

This week, (April 19-23) we have learned about God's creation, taking care 

of our planet, and what we can do to make a difference as we continue 

our faith journey.   

In coming weeks, we will be learning about Bible Heroes!  Friday, April 23, 

we talked about Samuel and learning to listen for God's call. 

Also, in the upcoming weeks we will learn about Moses, Joshua, David, 

Esther, Mary, Saints Peter and Paul, and more stories of Jesus!   

-Robbin Netemeyer and Shannon Netemeyer 

Grade 3: 

Since Easter, grade 3 students have been learning about the Gospel writers, our church leaders, and Jesus’ work.  

Also, most of the students now know The Memorare. 

We recently started our second rotation of leading the vocation prayer before Service/Mass on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.  I am so proud of them; they are all doing a great job!   

We will finish the year learning more about the roles of our church leaders (at the various levels), the four main 

parts of the Mass, and the Church and its Marks. 

Please call or text with any questions (or email kate78@charter.net).   

-Kathy Engelmann 

618-660-5974 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAY 12 

• St. Damian – Last day of Faith

Formation.  There will be an all-school

Mass with parents invited

MAY 20 

• St. Bernard – Final day of school Mass

MAY 21 

• St. Bernard – Last day of Faith

Formation 

mailto:kate78@charter.net
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Grade 4: 

 

Earlier this month, the 4th grade was learning about Lent and the Passion Narrative.  They are currently in training 

to become altar servers.  

 

Sincerely and God Bless,  

-John Hilmes  

 

Grade 5: 

 
The 5th grade class is learning about the deeper applications of our faith through the movie God's Not Dead.  

 

They are also learning a lot about the confirmation process as some of the students have siblings who have been 

recently Confirmed.  

 

We are growing excited as our year winds down and are experimenting with new and fun activities that express 

what they have learned this past year. 

 

-Mason Schrage and Judy Albers 

 

Grade 6: 

In the last few weeks, we have made cards congratulating the 2nd grades on their First Communion and the 7th 

and 8th graders on their Confirmation.   

 

We have “moved up” to doing the readings at Mass instead of reading the petitions.  We also serve at Mass, 

along with a 4th grader and a 5th grader. 

 

We talked about what prayer is, why prayer is necessary, and what kinds of prayer there are.  We each 

composed our own prayer.  Along with the prayer, we are making our own rosaries.   

 

We will finish off the year by watching the movie, “God is not Dead 2”.  Earlier in the year we watched “God is 

Not Dead” and really enjoyed it. 

 

We wish everyone a happy and safe summer! 

 

-Chris Kalmer and Jackie Toennies 

 

Grades 7 & 8: 

This past Sunday, April 25th, the 7th and 8th grade students received the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of 

Confirmation!  We have prepared all year to receive this sacrament, learning about Saints, and how the fruits 

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit work in our everyday lives!  Bishop McGovern spent some time with the Confirmandi 

before Mass and encouraged the children to rely on the Holy Spirit as they are faced with challenges in their 

teenage and adult years of life.  

 

We would like to thank the sponsors and families for their support during the year.  As Bishop McGovern stated in 

his homily, "BE THE PROOF!"  

 

-Kelly Jansen, Dana Lake and Jamie Jung 
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THE DEACON’S CORNER  

THE SACRAMENTS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

From the Catholic Catechism: 

1212 The sacraments of Christian initiation - Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist - lay the foundations of 

every Christian life.  "The sharing in the divine nature given to men through the grace of Christ bears a certain 

likeness to the origin, development, and nourishing of natural life.  The faithful are born anew by Baptism, 

strengthened by the sacrament of Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life.  By means 

of these sacraments of Christian initiation, they thus receive in increasing measure, the treasures of the divine life 

and advance toward the perfection of charity."  

I bring this up as the Faith Communities are being renewed with the joy of the sacraments bestowed on Easter 

Saturday; First Communion and Confirmation at St. Bernard; and First Communion at St. Damian; along with all 

the baptisms that are taking place over the next several weeks of Easter. 

Just an added note of the importance of the children coming to Mass regularly on weekends with their families. 

On weekdays they attend Mass during Faith Formation sessions, but the children need to pray with their moms 

and dads at Mass also on the weekends.  Praying together strengthens a family in more ways than we’ll ever 

realize!!!!  Joshua says’, “as for me and my house, we will serve God” Thank you for bringing the children to Mass! 

-Deacon Glenn 

"May you always be doing those good, kind things that show you are a child of God." Phil 1:11 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Odd Months - Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm at St. Damian. 

Even Months - Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm at St. Bernard. 

PSR REGISTRATION FOR NEXT YEAR 

PSR Registration Forms for 2021-2022 are attached.  The registration fee has remained the same as 

previous years, however, we have added a $25 book fee per student to cover the cost of new 

books.   

Please have these registration forms and fees returned by May 12, 2021. 

-Deacon Glenn Netemeyer 

618-772-9343 










