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APRIL 2021 NEWSLETTER 

St. Damian’s Parish Faith Formation 

Try letting God know what is in your heart without the use of words. 

 -Windows of Worship 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 

Kindergarten: 

The Kindergarten class has been learning about showing love to others by 

helping people.  They learned about making good choices and that 

following rules helps them make good choices.  We touched on forgiveness; 

it will be taught every year in Faith Formation classes. 

Signs were the topic of another class, including how our Church uses signs 

to show God's love.  Water, they learned, is a sign used for Baptism. 

Most students learned the Hail Mary prayer.  We're still working on learning 

the Our Father.  Please say this prayer with your child to reinforce what 

he/she has learned.  Please remind your child to pray during summer 

vacation! 

Have an enjoyable and safe summer! 

-Lori Jansen 

Grade 1: 

The 1st grade has been focusing on Lent. We showed a video on the 

Crucifixion and the Resurrection.  

After Lent we did-some catch-up Advent work and then did some activities 

on how to be caretakers of our surroundings and environment.  We also 

learned how to help others by being kind and working with them if they 

need help.  

We have learned the basic prayers and are currently working on the Before 

Meal Prayer.  We will finish the year making First Communion cards for the 2nd graders and Confirmation cards for 

the 7th and 8th graders.  

There will be a Mass for all the students the last night of class (May 12th). All parents/friends of the students are 

invited. It will be a good way to end the year. 

I enjoyed having your student this past year in Faith Formation. They truly are a super bunch of kids. 

Have a great summer! 

-Mary Innes 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAY 1 

• First Communion – 4:00 pm at St.

Damian 

MAY 8 

• Confirmation – 4:00 pm at St.

Damian 

MAY 12 

• St. Damian – Last day of Faith

Formation.  There will be an all-school

Mass with parents invited.

MAY 20 

• St. Bernard – Final day of school Mass

MAY 21 

• St. Bernard – Last day of Faith

Formation 
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Grade 2: 

 

The 2nd grade has been anxiously awaiting their First Communion which will be on Saturday May 1, 2021 at 4:00 

p.m. 

 

We enjoyed our mini retreat on Saturday March 20th.  The students baked unleavened bread with their parents 

and they painted their Blessing cups. 

 

We have been practicing for their big day.  We have also been finishing up the Dynamic Catholic Blessed series 

for First Communion, learning to be the "best-version-of-themselves', and knowing how truly blessed they are to 

be able to receive the Sacraments. 

 

-Denise Luitjohan 

Grade 3: 

 

Our class has been learning about the seven sacraments.  We also made crosses for the second grade's first 

communion.  The children enjoyed this project. 

 

I hope everyone has a safe and happy summer. 

 

-Ruth Pingsterhaus 

 

Grades 5 & 6: 

 

During Lent, the 5/6th grades made crosses out of clothespins that they glued together and stained.  They 

enjoyed this project and the results.   

It’s been a fast year and I hope everyone has a safe and happy summer! 

-Sharon Kalmer 

Grades 7 & 8: 

 

We are focusing on our final preparation for our Confirmation which will be at 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday, May 

8th.   

 

We will end the Faith Formation year with a Mass on Wednesday, May 12, at 6:45 pm.   

 

Happy summer to you all! 
 
-Jackie Toennies 
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THE DEACON’S CORNER  

THE SACRAMENTS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

From the Catholic Catechism: 

1212 The sacraments of Christian initiation - Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist - lay the foundations of 

every Christian life.  "The sharing in the divine nature given to men through the grace of Christ bears a certain 

likeness to the origin, development, and nourishing of natural life.  The faithful are born anew by Baptism, 

strengthened by the sacrament of Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life.  By means 

of these sacraments of Christian initiation, they thus receive in increasing measure, the treasures of the divine life 

and advance toward the perfection of charity."  

I bring this up as the Faith Communities are being renewed with the joy of the sacraments bestowed on Easter 

Saturday; First Communion and Confirmation at St. Bernard; and First Communion at St. Damian; along with all 

the baptisms that are taking place over the next several weeks of Easter. 

Just an added note of the importance of the children coming to Mass regularly on weekends with their families. 

On weekdays they attend Mass during Faith Formation sessions, but the children need to pray with their moms 

and dads at Mass also on the weekends.  Praying together strengthens a family in more ways than we’ll ever 

realize!!!!  Joshua says’, “as for me and my house, we will serve God” Thank you for bringing the children to Mass! 

-Deacon Glenn 

"May you always be doing those good, kind things that show you are a child of God." Phil 1:11 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Odd Months - Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm at St. Damian. 

Even Months - - Eucharistic Adoration will be held on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm at St. Bernard. 

PSR REGISTRATION FOR NEXT YEAR 

PSR Registration Forms for 2021-2022 are attached.  The registration fee has remained the same as 

previous years, however, we have added a $25 book fee per student to cover the cost of new 

books.   

Please have these registration forms and fees returned by May 12, 2021. 

-Deacon Glenn Netemeyer 










