
ST. DAMIAN PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES  

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2020 7:00 PM  

 

1. 2019-20 PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS: President - Clay Lynch, Vice President - JoAnn 

Koerkenmeier, Secretary - Denise Luitjohan 

 

2. COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Clay Lynch, Al Varel, Gwen Toennies, JoAnn 

Koerkenmeier, Kay Toennies, Garry Kalmer, Mech Toennies and Denise Luitjohan.  

Ex-officio members: Fr. Anthony, Deacon Glenn Netemeyer, Virgil Jansen, Arlene Korte, Sr. 

Ellen Orf. 

 

3. COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  Dale Koch 

 

4. OTHER ATTENDEES: Anita Rakers 

 

5. OPENING: Father Anthony opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

6. PARISH LIFE / LITURGY:   Regarding the Covid-19 restrictions from the CDC the Church 

has now re-opened with a limited number of parishioners.  The guidelines keep us at 50 people 

in church at the Mass, a sign up is recommended and is on the website.  We currently have 

greeters spraying hands with sanitizer and assuring that everyone wears a mask.  There is a 

clean up crew assigned to clean the pews after Mass.  Saturday 4:00 pm. Mass has not 

changed; the Sunday morning Mass is now at 9:30 at the opposite parish that has the Saturday 

Mass. 

  

7. DEACON & SR. ELLEN CONCERNS:   Sister Ellen reported that there are only two more 

Masses where Fr. Jim Allen will be celebrating with the Hispanic community, after that he is 

going to Mission in California.  She is hoping to have a small celebration for him on Sunday 

6/28.  2 of the children will be celebrating their First Communion on July 5th.   Deacon Glenn 

reported that the books for Faith Formation will not be ordered until after the new Fiscal Year 

budget.   First Communion is in the planning stages and will hopefully be celebrated on August 

16th. 

 

9. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE:  Al Varel reported that there have been discussions regarding 

the Road and the sidewalks at the cemetery.  

 

10. OLD BUSINESS:  Clay reminded the member to continue to acknowledge the minutes when 

they are received via email. 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS:  1) Review of the past Sunday church reopening, discussed by Father, all 

agreed that it went well.   2)  Parish Council elections: nominations took place before the 

closings took place.  Discussed how to handle the elections with the limited number of 

parishioners in church.  Clay will contact the people who were nominated then a decision will be 

made on how to handle voting.   3)  Due to the CDC guidelines the Picnic has been cancelled, a 



letter asking for monetary donations was prepared by Anita Rakers and reviewed by the 

members, the letter will go out to all parishioners around 7/1/2020.  Donations will be accepted 

via Venmo or check. 

  

14. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned, and Fr. Anthony closed with a prayer. 

 

15. NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, August 18, 2020. 

 

Minutes taken by Denise Luitjohan 

 

As always, all parish council meetings are open to the public. Please inform the parish 

secretary (588-4323 or 979-5933) if you would like to speak to a topic or voice a concern, 

so it can be added  


